
A very happy Easter one and all! 

It is vitally important that although we have been prevented this year from celebrating 

corporately the mysteries of our redemption that we remember that Easter is still Easter, that 

Christ is risen and that death and darkness have been vanquished by the power of the 

resurrection. 

Earlier this morning I listened on Radio 4 to both an interview with the Cardinal Archbishop 

of Westminster and some parts of an exchange with Pope Francis.I found them both to be 

deeply inspiring and moving and I would suggest that you all attempt to find them and listen 

carefully to what these two leaders of our faith have to say. I would just like to offer you a 

couple of points that my own reflection on their words has brought to mind: 

Firstly, we must be careful not to be a Church of “pop-corn and bubble-gum”, offering pious 

platitudes and glib answers, but to enter into the depths of the faith in the realities of the 

confusion and hurt of people’s lives so changed by the present pandemic. 

Secondly, when this is all over, the Church will not be the same for she will have had to enter 

into the very depth of her being, there to seek renewal, conversion and hope, all founded not 

upon seeking simply to work for the good of all but seeking to serve all, in and through the 

challenge of the faith proclamation. 

Finally, I have been very aware that many people have found great comfort in being able to 

watch the various liturgies and Masses being live streamed. Here at SJV it proved impossible 

to set this up in time – we just could not get a strong enough Wifi signal in church! Although 

I do not see this as a failure, I do see it as a sadness. When this is all over, I want the parish to 

really look again at how we use social media in our mission. We now have a website, a 

Facebook page and a WhatsApp group. There is so much more we can do. We will look again 

at getting livestreaming up and running; we must ask the question how we use various means 

of communication to enable our mission and outreach. 

Please do continue to offer your prayers and unite yourself with me offering the Mass for all 

who are involved in any way in the present crisis. Please say a special prayer for the small 

group of us who are working as chaplains at the Nightingale Hospital in Docklands. 

Once again a very blessed and happy Paschal Feast to you all 

Fr Rob 


