
Fifth Sunday of Easter Year A 
 
Readings 
 
Acts 6:1-7 
1 Peter 2:4-9 
John 14:1-12 
 
Who among us does not have a secret longing for a home, a haven, a place where 
we can hide from the world, take rest and find peace? However, almost six weeks 
into lockdown, for some – many if not most – our homes, our havens, our secret 
places of rest have begun to feel somewhat of a trap, a prison, a chamber of 
restraint. 
 
Today we hear the words of Jesus spoken into the new and extraordinary 
circumstances of life: “Do not let your hearts be troubled, trust in God still, and trust in 
me. There are many rooms in my Father’s house.” 
 
These words were, as we know, spoken under the gathering shadows of the 
approaching Passion; Jesus comforts his closest followers that they may endure the 
coming scandal of the Cross and be ready witnesses of the resurrection. Close at 
hand now is Calvary, but also the bursting forth of new life from the tomb. Not that far 
into the future will be the gift of the Holy Spirit which came when the disciples were 
gathered behind locked doors in fear, a gift that liberated and transformed them so 
that they could break forth onto the world stage with the Good News of the Gospel of 
redemption. 
 
Now that we have survived six weeks of lockdown, now that (thanks be to God) we 
seem to have passed the peak of the pandemic, now that it seems the R rate is 
under 1, the Prime Minister will later today (Sunday) address the nation on the next 
stage of our national and international response to the situation. It is to be hoped that 
there will be the beginnings of the relaxation of the “stay at home” mantra and that 
some of the restrictions we have endured will be modified. 
 
As we look to the near future we must allow those words of Jesus to echo in our 
hearts and ears: “do not be afraid”. We are people of hope, of love, of the 
resurrection. We know that from death and despair come life and hope. We can start 
to look forward to that day when we can return to our social lives and gatherings, 
where together we can, here and now, have a foretaste of that great communal 
gathering in the many mansions (rooms) of the Father’s House. 
 
I have to be honest with you. We do not yet have any indication of when our 
churches will reopen and indeed what that reopening will mean and how it will be 
managed. 
 
As soon as possible I will be looking, with my brother priests, at how we can, when 
allowed, reopen our buildings safely, restart public worship and gather our 
communities together once again. 
 



Just like wider society, the Catholic Church has had to find new and inventive ways 
of being, some of which have been very impressive, some less so. I would like to 
thank those who in different ways have helped me with the ministry here at SJV. 
Those who have worked on the website, the Facebook page and the WhatsApp 
group; those who have come into the church to (in isolation) continue with 
maintenance; those who have maintained the administration and dealt with Mass 
intentions, and all the unseen yet vital works that have been done during this time. 
 
There are several clear issues that we will need to face in the coming weeks and 
months and I would ask you now to hold these in prayer before the Lord asking his 
guidance and mercy: 
 

• How do we facilitate the regathering of our community? It is one thing to close a 
building, quite another to gather people together again. 

• How do we pastorally care for those who have been in any way made vulnerable 
by the virus and the weeks of lockdown? 

• How do we make contact with members of our congregation who have never filled 
in a parish registration form or never in any way given their details to the parish 
office? 

• How do we get ready and make sure that in any future lockdown we have the 
equipment and the technology to resolve the issues with live streaming from our 
church? 

• How do we begin to put right the financial damage to our parish that this 
pandemic has caused: cover the shortfall, get gift aid and planned giving boxes 
out, renew standing orders? 

 
I simply lay these questions before you, reminding you of the two key phrases in 
today’s gospel: 
 

• “Do not be afraid”. Allow Jesus to cast out all fear. 

• “In my Father’s house….”  
 
Let us look forward in hope to gathering together here on earth as a foretaste of the 
paschal joy of the messianic banquet in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
Fr Rob 


