
 
 
 
 

 

 

Stewards’ rota 

Tuesday 9-10am Tesse Javier 

Wednesday 9-10am Jennifer Alvares 

Thursday 9-10am Tesse Javier 

Friday 9-10am Yvonne Obi and Paul Aloysius 

Saturday 9-10am Bernadetta Sharon and Antonio or Michael Josef 

Saturday 10-11am Anne Edwards and Barbara Cheah 

Saturday 11am to 12 noon Tolu Ayeni and Marilyn Butler 

Sunday 9-10am Jennifer Alvares and Josef Sehion or Maria Josef 

Sunday 10-11am Paul Aloysius and Tesse Javier 

Sunday 11am to 12 noon Duncan Lewis and Barbara Kandora 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time (2nd after Trinity) 
21 June 2020 

 

Now that the church is open for private prayer and devotion … 

The government and the Catholic 
Bishops have agreed that our church 
buildings can be open for private 
prayer and devotions. We have had 
to put in place very strict measures 
to conform to the guidelines that 
have been issued. I know it may be 
difficult, but I would ask you please 
to follow carefully any notices around 
the church and to listen to 
instructions given by the stewards on 
duty. 

Briefly: 

• Please park carefully, and 
maintain social distancing in the 
car park. 

• Please follow the one-way 
system. 

• Please sanitise your hands upon entering the church. 

• Please observe social distancing of 2m. 

• Please sit only in the indicated seats. 

• Please do not touch statues and other items of devotion. 

• Please take a newsletter BUT DO NOT put back any newsletters or other paper items 
that you touch. 

• Please note that the toilets are out of use (in case of emergency talk to one of the 
stewards). 

When will we be able to return to the celebration of Mass and the 
other sacraments? 

Honestly I have no idea! However I get the feeling that this might be possible, again under 
very strict controls, sometime during July. I will keep you all informed about any news and 
instructions that may be issued. 

Continued next page 

Mass Intentions Intention Requested by 

Sunday 21 June 
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Day for Life) 

Rose O’Doherty – birthday Anne O’Doherty 

Tuesday 23 June 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

William Roche RIP Pat Coughlin 

Wednesday 24 June 
Nativity of S. John the Baptist 
(Solemnity) 

Vivette Appadoo RIP Jenny Appadoo 

Thursday 25 June 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Thanksgiving for protecting us 
from the coronavirus 

Maria & Josef 

Friday 26 June 
Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Sybille Lam – for health 
Veronica 
Hausenloy 

Saturday 27 June 
Saturday of Our Lady 

Cissie Roche Pat Coughlin 

Sunday 28 June 
Ss Peter and Paul, Apostles 
(Solemnity) 

Mr & Mrs Cheah – wedding 
anniversary 

Mr & Mrs Cheah 
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Socially distanced prayer at SJV 



Sunday’s Gospel 

‘Do not fear’, ‘Do not be afraid …’. Jesus 
recognises that there will be much that will 
cause his disciples to be afraid but tries to get 
them to distinguish appropriate from 
inappropriate fear. There is a false fear and a 
true fear. Disciples need not fear those (human 
persecutors) who can kill the body, because 
their entire physical existence is held within the 
hands of God and is precious in God’s sight: if 
God values the life of sparrows sold two for a 
penny, marking when they fall to the ground, 
how much more does the heavenly Father 
value and protect the lives of believers, worth 
more than hundreds of sparrows! Those who 
stand firm in witness to the Gospel and the 
values it enshrines, even to the point of death, 
can be confident that their ultimate fate lies in 
the hand of God and will one day be vindicated. 

The only valid fear for disciples should be that 
of falling out of God’s favour and so of losing, 
not one’s body, but one’s soul. The object of the 
fear in the injunction, ‘Fear him, rather, who can 
destroy both body and soul in hell’, can be 
understood in a number of ways. The ‘him’ 
could refer to a human persecutor or adversary, 
but it could also be a reference to God. 
Preachers may want to shy away from the latter 
interpretation and the image of God it suggests. 
It has, nonetheless, a good claim to originality 
and ought not be easily set aside. This is a 
Gospel which readily illustrates the adage that 

Christianity is comforting but not comfortable. 
The evangelist (Matthew) presents Jesus as 
insisting that the Gospel is not something to be 
talked about and lived behind closed doors. It – 
and the values it enshrines – demands public 
witness and proclamation. 

We have had and in so many ways continue to 
have much to have be afraid of – The Virus, 
racism that is still so prevalent in our world, 
protests and anti-protests. But through it all we 
hear the voice of Jesus the Incarnate Word 
telling us: “do not be afraid”. 

The perfect love of God, that love revealed to 
us in the face of the well beloved only begotten 
Son, casts out all fear, fans failing faith to life 
and gives us hope, hope for and in eternity. 
This week has seen the first, very tentative 
reopening of our churches. We can now come 
into the eucharistic presence of Jesus and 
make our prayers and devotions. Our church 
buildings that have stood barred for these long 
weeks of lockdown are finally open again. This 
gives us two causes for joy and hope: yes, as I 
have said, we the Catholic faithful can once 
more come before our sacramentally present 
Lord, but also our building stands open as a 
sign and symbol in our local community. A sign 
of the invitation of the Good News to cast out 
fear and that, as step by step our society and 
our world attempt to find a new normal, so God 
is with us as Lord and Saviour, he walks with us 
on the pilgrim road and prepares a path before 
us in all our needs, fears and anxieties. 

Sound system/live-streaming 

In the midst of all our problems at the moment I 
have some good news. We are able now to go 
ahead with the installation of a new PA system 
and camera. This will have a two-fold blessing: 
first our present PA system is very old, in very 
poor order and is very patchy in the way it 
works. So a new system will aid the 
proclamation of the Good News. Also this 
system will allow us to live-stream Mass and 
other events to the housebound and others who 
may not be able to come to church. 

The overall cost is £6,050. I have already 
received a few donations and more are 
promised. On top of this our Ordinariate Mission 
has given £2,500 towards the costs. So we as a 
parish need to cover the shortfall. I know these 
are difficult times but if YOU would like to make 
a donation to this important work to aid our 

mission then please do have a chat with me 
ASAP. 

Total cost of system £ 6,050 
Donation from Ordinariate £ 2,500 
Other Donations received  £ 760 
(I have been promised another three donations 
that are still to come) 

Present shortfall  £ 2,790 

Fr Rob 

Notices and News 

Mass intentions 

Fr Rob continues to celebrate a daily Mass in 
private. If you would like a Mass offered, please 
complete a Mass request envelope, place the 
stipend inside and put it in the parish letter box 
or give it to Fr Rob or Sonia. Alternatively put it 
through Fr Rob’s letter box.  

Parish finance 

Although we cannot hold public Masses, we still 
have costs. If you would like to make a donation 
to keep the church and parish going, you can 
do so online at www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/ 
donations?parish=clayhall. Alternatively you 
can post a cheque to the address at the top of 
this newsletter, hand a donation to Fr Rob 
personally or put it through his letter box. 

If you use the online facility to pay a Mass 
stipend, you must also send the details to us 
directly. 

Living Rosary Intention for June 

Dear Lord, we pray for the for First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation candidates for 
whom the journey towards the Sacraments has 

been put on hold due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.  

We ask the Holy Spirit that they may be even 
more ready to receive the gifts of the 
sacraments when the churches open for 
worship again. Our Lady pray for the 
candidates, Fr. Rob and our SJV parish 
community, and deliver us from all dangers. 
Amen. 

Redbridge Foodbank 

Redbridge Foodbank continues to need our 
support to help local families in crisis. Your gifts 
of non-perishable foods, toiletries and baby 
nappies are greatly appreciated. More 
information at redbridge.foodbank.org.uk. 

Dinner dance – cancelled 

Regrettably in the present circumstances we 
have had to cancel the SJV dinner dance.  

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I 
long for You in my soul. Since I cannot now 
receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. As though You have 
already come, I embrace You and unite myself 
entirely to You; never permit me to be 
separated from You. Amen. 
 

Vacancy 

Head teacher, St Winefride’s Catholic 
Primary School, Manor Park 

Required from 1 January 2021 or sooner if 
possible. Application pack from Percina Nunez 
info@st-winefrides.newham.sch.uk or 020 8478 
0510, or at www.st-winefrides.newham.sch.uk. 
Apply by 3 July.  

Keep Safe.  
Keep distance and use the 
hand sanitiser provided.  

Our Lady’s Lamp 

Our Lady’s blue lamp burns this coming 
week for Cissie Roche. 

If you would like the lamp to burn for an 
intention of yours, please fill in one of 
the special envelopes in the narthex.  

Readings for the 12th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time (21 June) 

First Reading 

Jeremiah 20:10-13 Jeremiah expresses 
confidence that the Lord will protect him. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 69:8-10,14,17,33-35 God responds to 
the prayers of those in need. 

Second Reading 

Romans 5:12-15 Sin came into the world 
through one person; so salvation came 
through one person for many. 

Gospel Reading 

Matthew 10:26-33 Jesus assures the 
Twelve that God cares about them. 

Church opening 

The church is open for private prayer and 
devotions as follows: 

Tuesday – Friday 9 – 10am 
Saturday 9am – 12noon 
Sunday  9am – 12noon 

Please follow the instructions of the church 
stewards on entering the church. 

The outer doors will remain open until 
12noon on Tuesdays to Fridays to enable 
people to come and pray in the 
narthex/porch. 


